
Comments 
by Ramona Moormann 

 

    

 It’s Time To Pay Attention to Lansing 
 Our legislative leaders in Lansing are planning a busy 

“lame duck” session. There is a long list of bills that they 

want to rush through. We need to pay attention to House 

Bills 6004 and 5923 and Senate Bill 1358. They  could 

completely change and decimate our public education 

system. House Bill 6004 and Senate Bill 1358 would put 

the Education Achievement Authority (EEA), operating 

in Detroit, into law and give the authority broad control 

over education, students and even physical use of school 

buildings all over the state.    

 House Bill 6004 and its twin Senate Bill 1358  will 

make a new state-wide school district, the Education 

Achievement Authority, which can take over the "bottom 

5%" of schools, and perhaps others - while the local dis-

trict has no say. The EAA is free to hand these schools 

over to for-profit charter management companies, and in 

fact it can charter new schools anywhere in the state 

(whether the schools there are failing or not). The EAA 

would be run by a board appointed by the Governor, and 

even the elected State Board of Education would have no 

say in its work. 

 These bills also require school districts to sell or lease 

unused school buildings to the EAA or any other charter 

school. 

 House Bill 5923 would create new forms of charter 

school, including selective admission schools, boarding 

schools, single-gender schools, and potential store-front 

schools operated by cultural organizations, businesses 

and other groups. Part of the mission given to the EAA in 

HB 6004 is to implement these provisions. 

 It can take away community control and funnel your 

tax dollars to for-profit corporations.  

 If the bill passes it will give the Governor complete 

control over the EAA, shutting out the State Board of 

Education which is both directly elected and given re-

sponsibility for public education in our state constitution. 

The kind of authority described in the bill is similar to the 

Emergency Financial Manager’s authority, which was 

just rejected by voters on November 6th. 

 It seems to me that legislative bills with such far 

reaching effects on our public school system, including 

diminishing local control of our schools,  should warrant 

a great deal more study than the attempt to rush them 

through the “lame duck” session. (The summary of House 

Bill 6004 is 15 pages long and House Bill 5923 is 48 

pages long.) 

 If you are concerned, please take time and make an 

effort to contact our legislators and the Governor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


